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Travel Light

Live Light

Spread The Light

Be The Light

This Edition of Lighthouses to Climb:
Hillsboro Inlet Lighthouse
Location: Hillsboro Beach, FL
Open on set dates, tours provided via boat.
Up-Coming Dates:

-Saturday November 13, 2021
-Sunday December 12, 2021

Visit their website for up-coming dates as
well as tour information and regulations!

This lighthouse is a “must see” along 
Florida’s east coast!  The tower is 137’ tall and they also have their 
original 2nd order bi-valve Fresnel Lens in operation.  It’s truly a 
sight to see standing 9’ in diameter!

Website: http://www.hillsborolighthouse.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/HillsboroLighthouse

THANK YOU! YOUR support makes it possible to preserve and 
restore Florida’s lighthouses! 

The Florida Lighthouse Association’s mission is to safeguard 
Florida’s remaining lighthouses for future generations by 

supporting community-based restoration, preservation and 
education efforts. 

FLA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, funded by philanthropic 
gifts and memberships from individuals. Florida’s "Visit Our Lights" 
license plate sales provide additional funding for preservation and 

restoration grants to local lighthouses. 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (CH8757) AND FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 

CONSUMER SERVICES ON THEIR WEBSITE AT 
https://csapp.800helpfla.com/cspublicapp/giftgiversquery/giftgiver

squery.aspx OR BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 

WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.



Spring 2021 Meeting Wrap-Up:

The Florida Lighthouse Association’s Spring 2021 
meeting was held on May 14-15 at the Doubletree Hotel 
and Conference Center in Palm Beach Gardens. Jupiter 
Inlet Lighthouse was the host lighthouse. The Jupiter 
meeting had originally been scheduled for May 2020, 
but was postponed due to the pandemic.

The Friday night board meeting saw a great deal of 
discussion related to grants. The board approved 
finalized criteria for the new Hib Casselberry Grant 
program (see separate article in this issue) and approved 
a grant to Crooked River Lighthouse under this new 
program.

St. Augustine Lighthouse also received a $50,000 Gene 
Oakes Grant. This marks the $1 million milestone for 
awards under this grant program which is funded 
entirely by the “Visit Our Lights” state license plates!

Other routine board business was conducted including 
updates about the ongoing rebranding and website 
update project. License plate sales remained slow but 
steady despite the pandemic and there are now over 
7,000 active “Visit Our Lights” plates.

After the board meeting and 
social, many attendees went 
to Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse for 
either the sunset or night 
climb option. It was a lovely 
evening with Jupiter’s historic 
first-order Fresnel lens shining 
over the attendees.

The Saturday morning main meeting featured a keynote 
presentation by Josh Liller, Historian and Collections 
Manager at Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse & Museum. He gave 
an extensive presentation on the history of the 
lighthouse and related topics like the life saving station, 
the Loxahatchee River Historical Society (which operates 
the lighthouse and museum), and the Outstanding 
Natural Area designation that encompasses the original 
lighthouse reservation. Josh also sold and signed copies 
of two books he worked on in recent years: The Florida 
Lighthouse Trail Second Edition and Five Thousand Years 
on the Loxahatchee Revised Edition, a local pictorial 
history.

Annie Potts gave an update on 
the Elbow Reef Lighthouse in 
the Bahamas which is steadily 
recovering from Hurricane 
Dorian.
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Spring 2021 Meeting Wrap-Up:

FLA Spring 2021 Meeting Recap (continued)

Dan Spinella of Artworks Florida showed a video of his 
latest Fresnel lens projects. He may soon be constructing 
a first-order lens for the first time. The functional lens, 
made with acrylic plastic prisms, will including a pedestal 
and functional clockwork for a large faux lighthouse 
planned to be built in Texas.

Among Spinella’s past projects was the third-order lens 
used in the 2019 movie The Lighthouse. In response to a 
question about the fate of that lens he said it has been 
auctioned for charity.

The tasty lunch after the meeting was unfortunately 
interrupted by a fire alarm at the hotel.

After lunch, many attendees visited Jupiter Inlet 
Lighthouse & Museum where Josh Liller offered special 
guided tours of the site. His tours highlighted the past 
and present structures related to the light station, naval 
radio station, and Coast Guard housing and plans for the 
future.

Sunday morning FLA’s major donors were treated to a 
“Hike Through History” with Josh Liller on one of the 
trails at Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural 
Area.

With vaccinations now readily available, this was the first 
in-person meeting for many FLA members since the 
pandemic started. It was great to have many familiar 
faces back with us again. We are all certainly looking 
forward to a return to something like normalcy.
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Fall Meeting 2021 Save-the-Date:

Save-The-Date
Fall Meeting

November 12-13, 2021
Cape San Blas Lighthouse
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The Reef Lights
Prepared By: Eric S. Martin

For those new to the Florida Lighthouse Association, 
the “Reef Lights” from oldest to youngest are: Carysfort 
Reef 1852, Sand Key 1853, Sombrero Key 1858, Alligator 
Reef 1873, Fowey Rocks 1878 and American Shoal 1880.  
All are cast iron skeletal towers built on the Florida 
Reefs in about 4 to 6 feet of water.  

The Florida Keys Reef Lights Foundation, Inc. (FKRLF) 
has been trying to help save and restore these historic 
sentinels, however, the government has been very slow 
to release them.  We attempted to gain ownership of 
Carysfort, Sombrero Key, Alligator Reef, and American 
Shoal under the NHLPA (National Historic Lighthouse 
Preservation Act).  The NHLPA was passed by congress 
in 2000 to transfer some of the nation’s deteriorating 
lighthouses to non-profit organizations at no cost, but 
were recently not accepted.  The FKRLF was established 
in 2001 and celebrated 20 years of awareness and 
preservations this year! 

The FKRLF is taking sign-ups for their annual boat trips 
now.  Limit of 42 people per boat trip.  We are visiting 
Fowey Rocks, Carysfort, Alligator Reef, and may see 
something else of interest on the way out or back.  

Further information can be found on their website and 
Facebook page.  Go to their website and click 
“Meetings and Events”.  They take credit cards or you 
can send a check/money order.  

Website: www.reeflights.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/reeflights

Please call or email Eric S. Martin if you have questions: 
Phone: (407) 341-7374 
E-mail: ericlighthouse@yahoo.com 
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Around-The-State!
Fall 2021 Edition

District 1 
Saint John’s River Lighthouse 
 
Mayport Lighthouse 
Association, Inc. has 
been inactive for a 
number of years, but 
we are working to 
reactivate efforts to 
make the tower 
available for the 
enjoyment of the 
public. The historic 
tower we are 
dedicated to is 
officially The St. Johns 
RIVER Lighthouse 
(1858), as distinguished from the much newer St. Johns 
Lighthouse (1954) which is adjacent to the Atlantic 
Ocean nearby. Both towers are aboard U.S. Naval Station 
Mayport at the mouth of The St. Johns River in 
Jacksonville, Florida.   
We have restored our 501(c)(3) status with the IRS and 
have filed registration as a charitable organization with 
Florida DA&CS. As soon as we get the later in order, we 

will go public with our group. We 
have already established a public 
presence on social media. Find 
us on Facebook as Mayport 
Lighthouse Association. Please 
follow us as we work to 
preserve, protect and make 
available to the public this 
historic structure.  
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Around-The-State!

District 1
Saint Augustine Lighthouse

Fall 2021 Edition

Recently, volunteers from 
Heritage Boatworks, a 
Nation's Oldest Port® 
program, completed their 
updated safety training!  
Heritage Boatworks is a team 
of volunteers dedicated to 
keeping the traditions of 
wooden boatbuilding alive in 
St. Augustine.  
Watch them in action on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 9 AM - 12 PM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s October! 
Experience the Ghost 
Tales tour at the St. 
Augustine Lighthouse & 
Maritime Museum! This 
one-hour tour gives you 
an inside look at the 
many spirits that are said 
to roam our grounds. 
Tours are every Monday 
and Thursday in October 
at 6:30 PM.  
Purchase your tickets at 
https://store.staugustinelighthouse.org/SelectEvent.aspx.
.. or call 904-829-0745 for availability. 
Thank you to Merriam Multimedia for the picture! 
 

We recently held our 
September Member Event, 
CAPT Bob Buehn, USN 
(Ret.), and immediate Past 
Chair of the Museum’s 
Board of Trustees, spoke 
about a military mission at 
Guantanamo Bay! 
This was a member-
exclusive event. 

Tower restoration is in progress!  
 
Be a part of history, 
and #Donate to help us 
restore the tower. 
Historic preservation 
of the structure 
includes restoring the 
stairs and metalwork, 
painting the interior 
and exterior, and 
more!  
 
(Photo is from our last 
restoration.) 
 
The 146-year-old Light 
Station holds a rich 
history, memories, and stories for many people 
worldwide. Will you help give today? To donate, visit: 
https://store.staugustinelighthouse.org/MakeDonation.a
spx... 
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Around-The-State!

District 1
Ponce De Leon Inlet Lighthouse

Fall 2021 Edition

#ThrowbackThursday  
Check out this early 
1900's photo of visitors 
at the Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse! This image 
was recently donated to 
us by Paige Sahab. 
(Thank you!) 
If you look to the right 
of the lighthouse behind 
the tree, you can see a 
windmill. This windmill 
was constructed in 1907 
and was taken down in 
1914, so we were able 
to determine that this picture was taken some time 
between those years!  

The Ponce de Leon 
Inlet Preservation 
Association would 
like to thank you for 
your Pacetti Hotel 
Museum Donations! 

 
The Association is 
working hard to 
restore, preserve, 
and interpret this important site for future 
generations. Your contributions will make 
transforming this historic site into a public 
museum a reality!  
 

Click the link to donate and have your 
contribution doubled:  
https://www.lighthouselocker.org/historic-
pacetti-hotel-museum-donations/ 

Leave your mark on 
Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse history 
with a personalized, 
engraved memorial 
brick! All proceeds 
support our on-going 
efforts to preserve 
the history of our 
National Historic Landmark. 
Duplicate bricks are also available for display in your 
home, garden, or workplace. Learn more and purchase 
online at:  
https://www.lighthouselocker.org/memorial-bricks/. 

Already missing summertime travel? Did you know that 
you can take a virtual tour of the lighthouse & museum 
grounds?  

Visit www.ponceinlet.org/visit/virtual-tour to step inside 
our white picket fence and take a virtual trip back to 
1887! 
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Around-The-State!

District 1
Cape Canaveral Lighthouse

Fall 2021 Edition

Brig. Gen. Stephen G. Purdy, 
Jr., Commander of Space  
Launch Delta 45 and 
Director, Eastern Range, 
Patrick Space Force Base, 
Florida with his daughter on 
the radio communicating 
with other amateur radio 
enthusiast via the KSC 
Amateur Radio Club.  
International Lighthouse and 
Lightship Weekend was a 
major success for the KSC Amateur Radio Club – their 
most successful at the lighthouse, ever! They were 
able to make over 725 contacts, which spanned 45 
states, over two dozen countries and across 4 
continents! We hope to have them back again next 
year. 

New Information Panels 
We recently received an 
FLA grant to install new 
interpretive signs around 
our grounds!  This is a 
great addition to our on-
going work to educate 
our guests about the 
Cape’s history. 

 

 
 
Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation's Fundraiser!  
 

It will be hosted at the American Muscle Car Museum. 

The Cape Canaveral lighthouse, is turning 152 years old 

and we want to celebrate it with you at the American 

Muscle Car Museum. The AMCM is a 123,000 square foot 

complex that houses over 300 American muscle cars 

ranging from classic 1950s to modern, including rare cars. 

There will be delicious food, beverages, wine, beer and live 

auctions. The complex is very unique and not open to the 

public so get your tickets soon! 

 

Attire - Business Casual. 

General Admission Tickets. 

VIP Tickets- Early Admission, Private Tour w/ champagne. 

Sat, October 23, 2021 

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM EDT 

3500 Sarno Road 

Melbourne, FL 32934 

No Refunds 
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Around-The-State!

District 1
Jupiter Lighthouse
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Twilight Yoga at the Light 
MONDAY’S AT 6 PM – 7 PM 
Experience the serenity of 

Yoga with Mary Veal on the 
Lighthouse Deck at sunset 

every Monday. Stay fit and 

calm the mind in this all-
levels class where beginners 

are welcomed and 
encouraged! $10 per 

person-Limited people. 

Registration is required 
online – no walk ups. Bring 

a yoga mat & water bottle.  

Meet at the Museum 10 
minutes prior to start time 

and Yogis must sign waiver. 

Rendezvous at the Light 
Saturday, November 20, 2021 
 
6:00-9:00 PM 
VIP Pre-Party 5-6 PM 
 
 
Join us at the water’s edge 
for our annual sparkling 
charity benefit. You’re invited 
to celebrate our iconic 
beacon and enjoy a special 
evening of fantastic food 
from top local restaurants, wine and craft beer, live 
music and our legendary Lighthouse Silent Auction under 
the stars. 
 
Proceeds from this magical affair benefit preservation 
and education at the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse & Museum! 
 
Tickets available online: 
https://e.givesmart.com/events/nQE/ 
 

Veteran’s Event-Five Flags Over Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2021 AT 9:30 AM – 2 PM 
Free for Veteran’s and 
their families! Join us first 
for a light breakfast, the 
presentation of colors, 
and singing of the 
National Anthem. Josh 
Liller, Lighthouse 
Historian, will present a history of all 5 military branches 
active at the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse. A Special Keynote 
speaker will conclude the presentations. Veteran’s and 
their families are invited to climb the Lighthouse & 
experience some moving military pop-up exhibits 
throughout the grounds. All Veterans will leave with a 
token of our appreciation. See our link for tickets and 
detailed schedule. 
 
We’ll be joined by the Elliot Museum, Reverence Riders 
Veterans Motorcycle Association, Road to Victory 
Museum, Jensen Beach High School Jubilate Choir, Union 
Navy Civil War reenactors, WWII reenactors, US Coast 
Guard Aids-To-Navigation Team. 

Lighthouse Story Time & Crafts for Kids 
SATURDAY, NOV 13, 2021 10:30 AM – 11 AM 
Join us as we read 
exciting stories about 
lighthouse keepers, 
Florida history, and 
local plants & 
animals! This 
program is ideal for children aged 8 and under. 
Children receive a fun take-home craft activity, 
too! Space is limited! View important information 
about this program on our website. 
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Around-The-State!

District 1
Hillsboro Inlet Lighthouse
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Personalized Bricks! 
 
Go to Hillsborolighthouse.org 
to order yours today! 
 
Order now and it will be ready 
for the December tour. Makes 
a great gift, or way to 
commemorate a special event 
in your life! 
 

Tour Information: 

Saturday November 13 
Sunday December 12 

7 shuttle boats from Sands 
Dock 

Sail times - 9:00, 10:00, 11:00, 
12:00, 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 

A fun day at the lighthouse. 
Enjoy the cool ocean breezes blowing with crispness in 
the air. Come to 125 North Riverside Drive, Pompano 
Beach, FL on the North side of the Sands Harbor Resort 
and Marina. Parking is on the east side of the street in 
the city (pay) parking lot. Registration/check-in starts 30 
minutes prior to the first sail time and remains open 
until the last boat returns. 

A current HLPS membership or a $35 PP transportation 
fee is required. 

On May 23rd, 2021, The 
Coast Guard replaced 
the failing 1,000-watt 
halogen lamp system 
with a new Sealite LED 
light source! 
 
The future is here now!  
Here are a few specs 
from the Sealite 
website: 
 

§ Capable of 
continuous or 
flashing operation 
 

§ Suitable for use in 
both revolving and 
fixed optics 
 

§ Typically replaces a 
500-1500W traditional 
light source with an 
LED light source  

 
§ Crisp white light of 

LEDs improves 
conspicuity in light 
polluted areas 
 

§ Directional setup of 
LEDs for additional 
power saving by not 
shining light over land 
where not required 
 

§ LED life expectancy of 
approximately 10 years; no need for a moving 
lamp changer 
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Around-The-State!

District 2
Commissioner: Eric S. Martin
Despite our appeal to the Secretary of Interior we have 
been rejected for all four reef lighthouses through the 
NHLPA. Alligator was given to the local swim club.

The other three, Carysfort Reef, Sombrero Key and 
American Shoal will be auctioned in early 2022 
according to the GSA. It will be one at a time.

Fall 2021 Edition

Tortugas Harbor Lighthouse 
 
The Tortugas Harbor 
Lighthouse is back!  
It was taken down piece by 
piece in October 2020 and 
shipped off to Robinson Iron 
in Alabama for conservation 
work.  

The iron-plated 
lighthouse had been 
exposed to the 
elements and the 
effects of salty 
ocean air since its 
construction in 
1876. Over its 
lifetime, the iron 

had corroded leading to significant deterioration in many 
areas, particularly around 
its base. 
The project isn't 
completely done yet -- 
additional restoration 
efforts to the interior and 
windows will continue 
on-site.  

Key West Lighthouse
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Port Boca Grande (Gasparilla Island) Lighthouse 
 
Huge THANK YOU to 
Florida Lighthouse 
Association, FLA for 
awarding BIPS a 
generous grant of 
$48,025 to support 
repairs to the Assistant 
Light Keeper's House at 
Port Boca Grande 
Lighthouse & Museum!  
 
 

 
FLA has helped support 
both the Port Boca Grande 
Lighthouse & Museum and 
Gasparilla Island Lighthouse 
in previous years! 
 
 

 

Anclote Key  Lighthouse 
 
Lighthouse Open Houses 

The Lighthouse will be 
open for climbing on 
designated days during 
the year.  There is no fee 
to climb the lighthouse, 
but donations are 
welcome and 
appreciated.  All 
donations support the 
island and 
lighthouse.  We do not 
provide transportation to 
the island and lighthouse - getting to the island is up to 
you.  Please note - the dock is for use by state park 
personnel only.  Boaters must anchor or beach their 
boats. 

Cancellations - please note! 
Check our homepage for possible cancellations due to 
wind and weather. 

The second Saturdays and Sundays of each month:  
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

November 13-14, 2021 
December 11-12, 2021 
January 8-9, 2022 
February 12-3, 2022 
March 12-13, 2022 
April 9-10, 2022 
May 14-15, 2022 
 
Website: https://www.anclotecso.org/ 
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Pensacola Lighthouse & Maritime Museum: 
 
We are calling attention to Breast 
Cancer this month as the 
American Cancer Society declares 
each October as “Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month”.  We are 
remembering all of those who lost 
their battle and honoring those 
who have won. 
 
 

The U.S. Navy Blue Angels 
flight demonstration team  
are finishing up their 2021 
Air Show season with just a 
few more weeks of shows 
and practices.  Last month 
their Public Affairs office 
took several photos during 
their rehearsal, showing the 
team as they pass near the 
lighthouse. 
 
We offer reservations to 
watch their 45-minute 
practice sessions from 
the main gallery at the 
top of the lighthouse.  
They are sold-out very 
quickly and able to be 
booked through our 
website.  

www.pensacolalighthouse.org 
 

This October, join us for a 
Lighthouse Luau! This Tiki-
inspired fundraiser will 
feature a catered dinner, 
themed drinks, live 
entertainment, and more! 
 
Tickets can be purchased 
online, transportation will 
be provided for non-DOD 
ID card holders.  www.pensacolalighthouse.org 
 
 Here at the Pensacola 
Lighthouse, we adorn our 
gallery with commercial-grade 
LED lights for several 
observances throughout the 
year: Mardi Gras, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, 
Veteran’s Day, and Christmas.  
We take even greater pride in 
having “Patriot Day” as well.  
This year, we arranged the 
lights to give you a feeling of an American Flag at night. 

This year we’ve enlisted the 
help of several of our 
volunteers that are military 
veterans to help bring civilian 
guests to the lighthouse for 
tours while the Naval Air 
Station is still in a tight security 
posture.   
 

With their help, thousands have been 
able to enjoy daytime tours as well as 
sunset/full moon tours as well as 
unlock the secrets of the past while 
attending our ghost hunts! 
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St George Island Lighthouse & Museum: 
 
In honor of Breast Cancer 
Awareness month, we've 
installed our pink ribbon in 
lighthouse park. Be sure to 
join us next Friday, 10/8 at 
Paddy's Raw Bar for the 9th 
Annual PINK OUT! to help 
fight breast cancer here in 
Franklin County.  

2021 Lantern Room Renovations! 
 
Our contractors 
Razorback LLC have 
kicked our renovation 
project into high gear! 
The process on our 
project was 
impressive!  The 
lighthouse is now 
poised to last and be 
in great shape for 
generations to come! 

 
 

The 2nd Annual SGI Lighthouse Spooktacular Trick-or-
Treat is fast approaching! We're still looking for local 
businesses and local residents to sign up to set up a 
booth to pass out candy. Contact Amy today to reserve 
your spot! info@stgeorgelight.org or call 850-653-6880 

The November Sunset and 
Full Moon Climb at the Cape 
St. George Lighthouse on St. 
George Island will be held on 
Friday, November 19, 
2021.  Visitors can enjoy this 
opportunity to view St. 
George Island, the Gulf of 
Mexico, and the Apalachicola 
Bay under the evening sky. 
 

The November Sunset and Full Moon Climb at the Cape 
St. George Lighthouse on St. George Island will be held 
on Friday, November 19, 2021. 
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Crooked River Lighthouse: 
 

PAVE OUR PATHWAYS WITH 

A CUSTOM ENGRAVED BRICK! 

In our ongoing efforts to 

maintain the Crooked River 

Lighthouse Park, purchase a 

commemorative brick paver 

to be placed in front of the 

lighthouse tower door.  

 

Honor a loved one with a permanent tribute, highlight 

your business, give congratulations, or simply share a 

favorite saying.  12" x 12" = $80 4" x 8" = $40 

https://www.crookedriverlighthouse.com/wp-

content/uploads/2021/01/BrickOrderForm.pdf 

Stop by our Country Market at the foot of the Crooked 
River Lighthouse, 1975 Hwy 98 W, Carrabelle. FL! 
Featuring local vendors from our community offering a 
little of everything with perfect gifts and goodies like 
locally roasted coffee, delicious baked goods including 
cinnamon rolls and artisan breads, gorgeous art and 
photography, handcrafted balms and soaps, fresh herbs, 
vegetable seeds, handmade goods, and craft items, 
produce, and exotic starter plants. Plus maritime and 
nautical themed items in the gift shop. 
 

Full Moon Lighthouse Climb! 
 
The Crooked River 
Lighthouse will be 
hosting a Full Moon 
Lighthouse Climb on 
Wednesday, October 
20, from 6-9 pm in 
Carrabelle, FL. Visitors 
can enjoy this 
opportunity to see the 
gorgeous natural 
surroundings of the St. 
George Sound and Carrabelle Beach under the glow of 
the rising full moon. With fall here, it’s the perfect time 
to relax by the large, glowing fire pit and enjoy some 
delicious complimentary s’mores (weather permitting). 
Visitors can also enjoy hot chocolate on the front porch. 
Museum and gift shop will be open for browsing. Cost is 
$8 for adults and $3 for children. Call 850-697-2732 for 
climb reservations or more information. Funded in part 
by the Franklin County Tourist Development Council. 
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Junior Lighthouse Keeper’s Corner

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse, Jupiter Florida

Calling Junior Lighthouse Explorers!  
Have you visited the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse?  

What color is the tower?  Did you know that
different lighthouses are different colors so that
sailors can tell them apart during the day?

Decorate this picture the way you 
remember it!

Fall 2021 Edition



www.floridalighthouses.org

Fall 2021 Edition


